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Cuomo: Relationship is based not on love, but tension

by Jimmy Vielkind

February 14, 2012

There were several stories last week about lawmakers pushing back on perceived power grabs by Gov. Andrew Cuomo — his proposal to give himself the ability to move money between agencies without legislative approval, a new memorandum giving investigators from the Office of Inspector General access to state employee tax returns — but the governor now insists things are going just fine, thank you.

“People don’t understand the relationship between a governor and a legislature … the relationship is not based on love,” he told Susan Arbetter on “The Capitol Pressroom.” “Tomorrow is Valentines Day. It’s not about chocolates and candies and love. It is a functional, collegial relationship, and there are different jobs between the governor and the legislature … we have a functioning relationship, we have a respectful relationship, we have a cordial relationship, but many of the things I am trying to get done are difficult for them to do.”

“The tension can be productive or it can be counterproductive. The tension can be functional, or it can be dysfunctional,” he continued.

Arbetter asked about the new budgetary powers. Last week, Cuomo responded a similar question by describing legislators as the tool of special interests.

“That’s a perfect example of the tension. For example, redistricting. It’s a tension. I want different redistricting plans and procedures that they want. It’s a tension,” he said. “I’m trying to create management efficiencies … they want control over the budget and they want to be able to say where every dollar goes. I want to be able to say, ‘give me some flexibility for efficiencies and consolidations, so if I want to consolidate human resources, I have that authority.”
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